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Welcome to the Spring newsletter for Hemat Gryffe Women’s Aid.

From new bespoke events for our women’s group and outreach clients to building new lines
of support and communication through schools for children and young people – it’s been a
very busy start to the year for the staff at Hemat Gryffe. Take a look at what’s been going
on:

Women’s Service

January to March statistics

During January to March, we received 108
referrals for women who had not accessed
the service before. All women received
information and advocacy support, accessed
refuge accommodation or outreach support.

Owning your narrative with Village
Storytelling

We are currently in the middle of our
weekly sessions with Village Storytelling.
Here the women meet on zoom to hear an
inspiring and detailed story from the
facilitator in Urdu and English. While the
women attentively listen they have been
provided materials to create works of art
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‘Access more information





No recourse to public funds

50 women had an insecure immigration
status and no recourse to public funds,
denying them access to housing and welfare
benefits. The table following show the
breakdown of women who could not access
public funds.

Women’s Group activities

A women’s walking tour of Glasgow

Together with Walking Tours Scotland
and the University of Strathclyde we took
our outreach women’s group on a private
detailed tour of Glasgow City. The women
had a great time and feel more confident
about making their own routes in their city.

inspired by their own stories or the stories
they are being told. At the end of the term,
these signature pieces will then be added
together to form a larger tapestry.  

Children and Young People’s
Service

January to March statistics

During January to March, 71 children and
young people were recorded as receiving
support. Some of these children received
refuge and follow-on support, while the
majority were school-based.  

Refuge

Refuge staff have been supporting five
children aged one to three in the first quarter,
providing free play and support sessions in
the play flat.

Support staff also attended various
appointments with the mothers in refuge,
including child welfare hearings and health
centers, providing extra support.

During the these first few months, we have
taken the children and mothers on a number
of outings. These include a soft play trip to
Kelvin Hall, Kelvin Grove Art Galleries,
Botanic Gardens, Hunterian Museum,
Glasgow University Zoology Museum.

Children’s charity Kids Out donated tickets
for children and mothers to see the Starr
Circus at Woodside Halls. Everyone had a
great time at the circus and we also took
them for lunch.



Self-confidence and goal setting with
BrightHer

At the beginning of the year we joined with
BrightHer to offer women’s group weekly
zoom sessions on how to build confidence
and to set goals. These sessions were
incredibly positive and it was great to hear
all the aspirations that the women have
and how we can help them fulfill their
dreams.

Sharing the love on Galentine’s Day
with ESOL  

For Valentines Day we teamed up with ESOL
Scotland and invited our women’s group to
get creative. The women made their own
Galentines cards for the inspiring women in
their life – the ones who support them and lift
them up.

We are looking forward to teaming up with
ESOL in the coming weeks to bring a
bespoke seven-week printmaking course to
the women. They will be making their own
bags and t-shirts, as well as partaking in a

Outreach

Collaborating with Knightswood
Secondary School

Since the beginning of the year, our
community worker has established a positive
working relationship with Knightswood
Secondary School. Following a successful
joint meeting with the pastoral care and
senior leadership teams we now have a set
weekly schedule at the school, improving
routes for children to access our services.

Hemat Gryffe selected for YPI Project

For another year running, Hemat Gryffe
Women’s Aid has been selected as the
charity for the Youth and Philanthropy
Initiative (YPI) project at a high school in
Glasgow. Our Children and Young People’s
Worker conducted an informative session
with students, highlighting our vital services
across Glasgow. We wish them the best of
luck for the competition!

Support and donations

Since January we have been grateful to the
places and people who have been so
generous with donations. With one particular
family in urgent need we were able to provide
immediate support and were able to supply
them with a laptop and tablet.

In the coming weeks we are working to build
a JustGiving account to streamline donations
and offer more support to the women,
children and young people in our service.



special group project - watch this space!

If you are looking to make a donation you
can email us today:
womensaid@hematgryffe.org.uk
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